
Building Committee Minutes 

August 8, 2017 7:00 pm at the courthouse 

Members present: 

John Oliver  Richard Johnson  Bubba Gregory 

Johnny Kerr  Steve Whittaker  Kendra Belcher 

Wayne Brown Mayor Carman 

 

-The minutes of the last meeting were unavailable and were not given. 

Old business 

-Mayor Carman updated the group on the progress with the new Criminal Justice 

Building. Our sub-group has selected paint colors and flooring for the facility. 

-We next discussed our Community Building/Emergency Shelter. Chairman Oliver 

advised the group that in the event of an emergency the center does not, at the 

moment, have any cots, blankets, etc. for use. It was thought that there were such 

supplies at the Senior Center for us to use, but that was not the case. Mayor Carman and 

Mr. Oliver will make a list of needed items and purchase them and put them in the 

building before our next meeting. The group agreed that we needed to prepare for 

twenty-five people. 

We will also need a limited amount of emergency food items and a recognized 

procedure for sending people over to the facility, and for their supervision. 

-A progress report on the public library reported that the new roof has been put on and 

new gutters are next. Also, improvements need to be done on the water runoff at the 

front door. The mayor will look into that. 

-Chairman Oliver advised the group to be considering how the county can best use the 

present courthouse after we move our current courthouse offices into the new Criminal 

Justice Center. One suggestion is to move the election office from its location on 

Broadway back to the courthouse and another suggestion was to move our county 

museum from the old depot building to the courthouse. No decisions were made at this 

time. 

New Business 

-Chairman Oliver addressed the committee on an offer by the Historical Society and 

Chamber of Commerce to hand the deed to the Living History Museum over to the 

county. The museum has had some problems in the past few years with four different 

Chamber of Commerce directors and the death of the two previous owners of the land 



where the museum sits. It was under a token one dollar a year rent. But it got sold out 

from under the Chamber and several local individuals put together ten thousand dollars 

and purchased it back from its new owner. They in turn gave it back to the Historical 

Society and Chamber.  

Currently, the county cuts the grass and does light maintenance on the Living History 

Museum. The only new obligation by the county would be to add it to their insurance 

policy, which would be a slight amount. At the present, the Chamber and the Society 

have been paying the insurance at around 300 dollars a year. 

Chairman Oliver also suggested that the Living History Museum have a board of 

directors, appointed by the county, to oversee the use of the facility and to try to 

establish an annual event there. With the dramatic change in Chamber directors, the 

museum has fallen out of use.  

After some discussion, Wayne Brown made the motion “that the Building Committee 

recommend to the whole commission for the county to accept the offer of the deed 

from the Historical Society and the Chamber of Commerce for the Trousdale County 

Living History Museum, White Oak Street, Hartsville, Tennessee,” with the understanding 

that the county will appoint a board of directors to oversee the running of the museum. 

Seconded by Steve Whittaker, passed unanimously. 

-The mayor then discussed the next sidewalk project. He has looked at Andrews 

Avenue’s southern end, the northern end having been completed. There has been some 

kickback from landowners and the mayor wanted the committee to recommend other 

possible streets. Several streets were discussed but no decisions were made. The group 

will look into the city’s right of way on Andrews before our next meeting. 

-A new ticket booth on the south side of Little Goose Creek and the football field was 

the last item of discussion. The building is a combination effort financed by the school, 

the county, and the Goose Gala committee. It may run around ten thousand dollars and 

will be finished in brick that matches the new Community Center and Justice Center next 

door. 

Meeting adjourned. 


